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Synopsis

The New “Grand Design of Land”” and Maintenance, Management and Updating of Social Capital
Osamu SAKAI

In the process of promoting studies into the new “Grand Design of Land,” the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism is
holding colloquiums to ascertain the views and opinions of well-informed persons. In addition, from a different perspective, studies are also
being promoted into the maintenance, management and updating of social capital.

With “the declining population, the decreasing birthrate and aging population, the aging social capital, the possibility of a massive disaster
and the deteriorating international standing of Japan caused by the development of globalization” as issues pertaining to the current situation,
under the Grand Design of Land, efforts are underway to analyze the strengths of and issues relating to the national land of Japan and formulate
a Grand Design that incorporates the principles, basic strategies and concrete promotional measures for national land development taking
advantage of these strengths.

Based on the principle of “Land where the people can chose diverse lifestyles,” the focus is on undertakings aimed at realizing compact hub-
city in which time is considered. Studies are underway into concentrating facilities such as retail stores and clinics on sites matched to the site
scale to realize a structure that provides senior citizens and other local residents with relatively easy access on foot or by public transport. This
process of concentration into hub-cities will promote infrastructural reorganization, functional coordination and changes in usage. Moreover,
increased employment of women and senior citizens as persons with responsibility for national land is also one of the issues under study.

Looking at studies into the maintenance, management and updating of social capital, the majority of current social capital is managed by
local authorities and it is clear that disparities in public finance and human infrastructures are linked to disparities in the management of social
capital. Efforts are underway to organize a management system that implements a series of processes including inspection and diagnosis
relating to maintenance and management, assessment, planning, design and renovation as a PDCA cycle at the same time as organizing
elements such as databases and standards. Close observation bearing in mind the relationship with the business of the NTT Facilities Group is

required.
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