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Synopsis

Energy and Environmental Issues and examples of Undertakings by Municipalities
Kazuo OSHIMA

Shunsuke KAIDO

More so than ever before, recent years have seen the growing importance of the efficient use energy and resources. In response to energy
cost that have been increasing since the occurrence of the Great East Japan Earthquake, the Energy Conservation Law and various regulations
pertaining to greenhouse gases, business operators and municipalities find themselves in a position where they need to take a wide range of
measures including cutting down energy cost, conserving energy and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

This paper presents the current situation arising from energy and environmental issues and undertakings implemented by municipalities.

With regard to the various regulations, the paper examines the revision of the Energy Conservation Law. The revised law of 2013 not only
requires improvements in the energy-saving performance of buildings, but also adds the leveling of power demand and heat insulating materials
used in buildings to the Top Runner Approach that previously targeted only energy-consuming devices. In addition, the revised Fluorocarbons
Emission Control Law and the Total Greenhouse Gases Emission Regulations of Tokyo Metropolitan Government are also presented.

Regarding the reduction of CO, emissions, the paper presents measures on the use of lumber and greenification measures. Regarding the use
of lumber, the “Law pertaining to the Promotion of the Use of Lumber in Public Buildings, etc.” came into force in 2010, and, at the present
time, focuses on buildings with a low percentage of lumber used in their structures and the government is taking the initiative in promoting
undertakings to make use of lumber. Regarding greenification measures, based on the Urban Green Space Conservation Law, municipalities are
putting subsidization schemes in place to promote the greenification of rooftops and walls in accordance with ordinances.

Information is presented on undertakings implemented by municipalities with examples from the various stages of construction, repairs and
operations. ZEB has been adopted as the target for the construction of new buildings until the year 2020 and a high level environmentally-
friendly standards have been formulated regarding the construction of new public buildings in Yokohama City.

We will continue to keep an eye on the changes in the framework arising from revisions to laws and the trends of undertakings implemented

by municipalities in response to issues such as energy saving.
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