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Synopsis

Trends in Smart Communities
Takayuki OHNO
Satoshi OHTSU

Smart communities are undertakings aimed at realizing comfortable human life at the same time as reducing the burden on the
environment through the introduction of renewable energy from solar power generation and wind power generation, the effective use of
resources such as heat and gas, the construction of next-generation transportation networks, and the application of the latest ICT (Information
and Communication Technology) for all kinds of infrastructures including medical care, education and life-related information.

It is expected that smart communities will provide a wide range of benefits including the realization of a low carbon society, power-
demand peak shifting, disaster-prevention measures and efficient use of exhaust heat.

This paper presents information on subjects such as the energy situation in Japan since the Great East Japan Earthquake and energy-saving
measures implemented by the government.

In addition, the paper also introduces measures implemented by various government ministries on behalf of Japan to promote smart
communities and examples of smart community-related undertakings.

To realize the spread of smart communities, firstly, it is important that steps be taken including reduction of element costs of elements such
as systems and devices and promoting awareness on the part of local residents. Moreover, in addition to simply considering the short-term
merits of steps such as providing incentives, it is also important to create mechanisms that will offer long-term merits that can be appreciated

by local residents such as the creation of schemes to generate employment through smart communities.
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