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Seismic Retrofitting of the Historical Building

~ The Chugoku Bank, Ltd., Kurashiki Honmachi Branch ~
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This paper describes seismic retrofitting of the Kurashiki Honmachi Branch of the Chugoku Bank, Ltd., (formerly the Kurashiki Branch of

the Dai-ichi Godo Bank), a structure popular with Kurashiki citizens and tourists, located at the center of the Kurashiki Bikan historical quarter.

Covering an area of about 449m’, the building is a two-story brick structure with ferroconcrete in parts comprising a foundation structure made

of bricks and a straight-line wooden roof with copper roofing. Designed by Kazue Yakushiji, an architect of the Army graduated from Tokyo

Imperial University, engineering college, school of architecture. The building was constructed in August 1922 by Fujuki Komuten Co., Ltd.

Since the results of seismic evaluation revealed the likelihood of the out-of-plane bending collapse, mainly of the brick walls, and bending

fracture of the chimney, these parts were reinforced during the seismic retrofitting process. The reinforcement policy is designed to improve the

aseismatic performance of existing buildings designated as registered national tangible cultural properties in December 1998, while preserving

their existing exterior appearance and interior finish.
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