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Synopsis

Facility Management in the Food Industry
Masaji SUGIURA

Amidst the declining scale of production in sectors such as the automotive industry, the food industry has grown steadily to the point where
it now occupies a prominent position among manufacturing industries in Japan. Although the scale of production is expanding every year,
especially in the processed food sector, the rising costs of imported raw materials and sluggish domestic markets have given rise to many issues
such as delays in expansion to overseas markets. While on the one hand, industrial restructuring to date has led to the emergence of countless
large-scale companies, on the other hand, there are many long-established local companies doing very well, for example, which show diversity.

Phenomena such as the declining birthrate and aging population and the slump of the domestic economy have stalled growth in the demand
for food products, prompting undertakings across the industry to address issues including reducing logistics costs, ensuring food safety
and internationalization. Vigorous activities are underway to tackle issues relating to facilities include the rebuilding of factories that have
deteriorated with age to achieve improved productivity and ensure food safety and integration of offices and logistics facilities concomitant
with industrial restructuring. On the environmental front, with support from the government, conversion to chilling and freezing equipment
that does not use Freon gas is becoming more and more widespread. Moreover, with food safety perceived as an extremely important theme,
services have emerged for the provision of surveillance cameras stored at data centers whenever required. Since heat and electricity are often
used simultaneously in the food industry, use of cogeneration systems is widespread. From the perspective of considerations such as the best
gas and electricity mix and ensuring the availability of energy during disasters too, food-factory facility management is faced with a wide

diversity of issues.
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