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Synopsis

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Intellectual Property Rights
Hiroki TAKAHASHI

In recent years, Artificial Intelligence (Al), a field characterized by remarkable technological innovations, has come to serve as a means to
discover, and make judgments and predictions based on elements such as regularity and relevance from massive amounts of data, acquisition of
which has been facilitated by the spread of the Internet, making appropriate intellectual property management essential for the development of
Al system.

In order to promote the development of Al, the Copyright Act was revised in January 2019, with changes made to the “Limitations of
Rights” clause and a “Furnishing the Results of Data Analyses” clause added.

In addition, generally, products realized by Al are created in a flow comprising “teacher data (data for learning)”, “program for learning”
and “learned neural network (learned model)”. The paper outlines points in the above that can be recognized as patents using cases exemplified
by the Patent Office.

The key to recognition of Al-related technologies as patents is whether or not the addition, editing or pre-processing of learned data has

marked effects.

Annual Report No. 30, June 2019, NTT Facilities Research Institute 51



