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Synopsis

World Wide Growth of RE100 and Renewable Energy
Takashi YAMASHITA

With the importance of contributions by companies to the realization of a “sustainable society” coming to the fore in recent years,
membership of RE100, an initiative with the proclaimed goal of covering all electrical energy required for business activities with renewable
energy, is growing. While the number of Japanese companies joining the RE100 initiative is rapidly growing, Japanese companies still
significantly lag behind the rest of the world in terms of the target year and state of achievement of use of 100% renewable energy and little
progress is being made with in-house generation of such energy as practiced by advanced companies overseas. An underlying factor to this
situation is that, while introduction of photovoltaic and wind power generation is spreading throughout the world and the cost of such power
generation has decreased significantly, little progress has been made with reducing such costs in Japan, where photovoltaic power generation
is the mainstream. Companies need to come up with ideas matched to their individual circumstances and continue activities to contribute to
increasing the volume of renewable energy actually introduced such as promoting the widespread development and introduction of renewable

energy in Japan including wind power and acquiring renewable energy certification by taking part in large-scale overseas projects.
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