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Synopsis

Trend of “Long-term Outlook for National Land”
Osamu SAKAI

The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism issued an interim report on the “Long-term Outlook for National Land” in
October 2020. This is an interim report on the review that has been carried out since October 2019 by the “Long-term Outlook for National
Land Expert Committee, Planning Promotion Subcommittee, National Land Council,” and the final report is expected to be submitted around
the summer of 2021.

The “Long-term Outlook for National Land” has been reviewed based on the “Grand Design of National Spatial Development towards
2050” published in 2014. On the basis of this publication, in 2015, the Cabinet approved the “Second National Spatial Strategies” in which the
direction of national land development for 10 years from 2015 is set. It is assumed that a series of efforts concerning the “Long-term Outlook
for National Land” this time has been made to confirm the direction of national land development from 2026 onwards. Ideas such as “creation
of a country generating diverse synergies among regions” and “compact and networked” which have been taken into account since 2014
continue to be applied.

On the other hand, events beyond the scope of the 2014 Grand Design, such as extensive flood damage caused by Typhoon No. 19 in
October 2019 and the spread of COVID-19, have become apparent. In particular, the spread of COVID-19 has led to the promotion of work-
style reforms and new lifestyles. The expansion of remote work has increased the freedom of residential areas and has led to a decline in the
demand for office space in large cities. This situation has had a considerable impact on the direction of national land development. It is not
clear yet when the COVID-19 pandemic will subside, and the latest information is collected and analyzed on each occasion that the “Long-term
Outlook for National Land Expert Committee” is held. Since the data of the Committee are published on the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,

Transport and Tourism website as needed, it can be said that analysis of these data is useful for examining community development.
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