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Synopsis

COVID-19 and Cities
Kazuo OSHIMA

The COVID-19 pandemic is causing significant human damage. Japan’s economic growth rate has fallen to —5.1%, seriously affecting
economic activities, including lost jobs, deteriorated business performance and bankruptcies. Humankind has experienced a number of
infectious disease pandemics from ancient times, and these diseases have triggered major urban reconstructions. With the spread of COVID-19,
various measures have been undertaken, such as three-time declaration of a state of emergency, priority measures including prevention of the
spread, avoidance of the three Cs (closed spaces, crowded places, close-contact settings), ensuring physical distance, wearing of masks, hand
antisepsis, and stay-at-home policies. Also, COVID-19 has greatly affected the economy, population movement, land prices, transportation,
energy and telecommunications. Toward the with-COVID-19 and the post-COVID-19 era, various initiatives including digitization and
temporary measures have been implemented in the fields of health and medical care, regional economy and liveliness, working styles,
education, urban mobility, greenery and water, and disaster prevention. Cities in Japan have a high risk of not only infectious diseases but also
various natural disasters. A new lifestyle (new normal) is also required. Continuous efforts are needed to enhance resilience to natural disasters

and infectious diseases while making use of urban advantages.
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